A DARK COMEDY WRITTEN BY ROBBIE ROBERTSON




PRETTY UGLY is a dark character study that serves as a biting, merciless takedown of our
culture's fascination with physical beauty. Part ugly duckling story, part relationship
comedy, part revenge piece, " Pretty Ugly" is slathered not with dollops, but rather
buckets-full of kick-in-the teeth humorous scenes. The theme of inner beauty trumping
outer is shown through the story of an unattractive woman who becomes the subject of
a plastic surgery makeover TV show—and whose sudden beauty complicates her

troubled, small-town life.
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“The script excels where others have failed due to the sincere,
respectful treatment it grants Kay Dawn with an odd and
welcome humanism to her downfall that inspires a great deal of
sympathy. The judicious but horrifying use of gory surgical
imagery is wonderfully disturbing to this end. The brutal events
of the final act are inevitable yet genuinely surprising.

The proceedings are underscored by an expert attention to detail
and a strong affinity for imagery for a uniquely dark and
intelligent exploration of our cultural obsession with beauty.”

—THE BLACK LIST

“PRETTY UGLY is a funny, heartfelt script that balances a moving
emotional arc for its pitiable lead character Kay Dawn with the
ignorant, shallow, and crass small-town society she resides in.
The setting and dialogue are two of the script’s strongest
qualities, and the dark ending puts a twisted exclamation mark
on the classic ‘Ugly Duckling’ story.”

—COVERAGE INK.




PRETTY UGLY - THE PLOT

KAY DAWN SHUMPERT might possibly be the ugliest woman in the
world. Or at least that's the message she has heard her entire life—from
even those closest to her including her husband EMORY, best friend
APRIL and daughter, GINGER. Kay Dawn lives in the small dying town of
Swanson and works at the county animal shelter—where she spends the
day trying to adopt pets to the public.

The home front is definitely not where the heart is, as Kay Dawn is
treated with simmering contempt by her husband and daughter—the
ultimate whipping dog surrogate for people painfully unhappy with
their own small lives. Kay Dawn’s only break from reality comes from a
televised plastic surgery makeover show called ABOUT FACE that
focuses on fixing the most extreme cases — such as a burn victim who is
transformed into “one hot mama.”

Kay Dawn’s only other respite from reality is her weekly karaoke
sessions at a local bar with some extra mean girls from high school
who haven’t mellowed with age. As Kay Dawn tries to manage her
troubled marriage, she meets the handsome MANLY, a karaoke fan
who is also searching for his lost dog. But Kay Dawn’s timid
attraction to Manly is quickly snuffed when she learns that husband
Emory is indeed cheating on her.

A desperate and depressed Kay Dawn tries to do some self-soothing
by watching another episode of ABOUT FACE, this time showcasing
someone with neurofibromatosis— an “Elephant Woman who was
transformed into one foxy lady.” But this time, Kay Dawn also
notices the show’s call for new surgery contestants.

A week later at the karaoke bar, Kay Dawn is delighted to see Manly back
at the bar—but even more surprised to see her friends gathered with her
husband and daughter—along with a small television crew.

Kay Dawn is called to the stage where she learns she has been selected
for ABOUT FACE—as daughter Ginger says, “Maybe you'll be pretty mama.
They work miracles on that show.” And a miracle is what PERRY BUSS,
showrunner for ABOUT FACE, promises Kay Dawn as she arrives in L.A. for
her intense surgical makeover.

As she learns about the extreme surgeries she faces, a frightened Kay
Dawn calls home for support but is surprised when her best friend, April,
answers the phone— assuring Kay Dawn she is just “helping out” while
she’s gone. A few days later, after undergoing brutally horrific alterations
to her body, Kay Dawn sees a major transformation has begun.

Perry the producer is so delighted with Kay Dawn’s metamorphosis that
he takes the opportunity to make love to her - his own beautiful creature
brought to life. But as Perry quickly moves on to the next contestant, a
bewildered Kay Dawn returns home for her big reveal.

As Kay Dawn debuts her new look in her old hometown,
she quickly learns that the other side of beauty can be
quite ugly as extreme jealousy, unwelcome attention and
an inability to deal with her own new exterior leads to an
exposed affair, a possible new romance, and a deadly
incident that changes her life forever.
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